
 

 

 

 

 

Friday, October 13, 2017 

Messiah College – Boyer Hall 
8:15 AM - 4:00 PM 

 

 
 

Co-sponsored by: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Register at www.passwp.com 

Questions? Email us! passwp@gmail.com 

  
 

Up to 6 CEUs 
& Act 48! 

http://www.passwp.com/
mailto:passwp@gmail.com


 
 
 
 

At A Glance 

7:30-8:15 Registration, book & t-shirt sale** 

8:15-9:45 Session 1 

9:55-11:25 Keynote Address 

11:35-12:35 Lunch, book & t-shirt sale**  

12:45-2:15 Session 2 

2:25-3:55 Session 3, evaluations 

TOTAL POSSIBLE CEUs – 6.0 

** Books and social work t-shirts will be available for sale during registration and lunch. 

Cash/Credit for books; cash only for shirts! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Register at www.passwp.com 

Questions? Email us! passwp@gmail.com 

  

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
  

Registration fee: 

$125 – includes continental breakfast, lunch, 

light afternoon snack, CEU certificate, and a 2-
year membership! 

* * * * 
Messiah College is providing up to  
6 CEUs and up to 6 Act 48 credits.  

There is no additional cost for certificates. 

* * * * 
 Overnight Accommodations 

A block of rooms has been reserved at  
  

Wingate by Wyndham  
385 Cumberland Pkwy 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
717-766-2710 

  
Book by September 11  
Use code “PASSWP”  

for a discounted rate of $85.00 + tax 
Visit www.hotelmechanicsburg.com for additional 

hotel information. 
 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 

Myrna Mandlawitz 

School Social Work Association of America 

 

 
 

If you're baffled by the news of what's happening in 
Washington, SSWAA's Director of Government Relations, 
Myrna Mandlawitz, is here to explain it all…well, at least 
some of it!  She will entertain and inform you with the latest 
news from Congress and the Administration.  Learn about 
what's happening on school mental health, Medicaid, 
education funding, and more. Myrna will also provide some 
great tips on how to become a school social work advocate, 
promoting the profession and helping students and families. 

http://www.passwp.com/
mailto:passwp@gmail.com


 

 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS: 
 

WORKSHOP OPTIONS: SESSION 1 (8:15 – 9:45) 
 

 

Working Toward Multicultural Competencies to Empower Diverse Students 

Micah Beaston, Central Dauphin School District 
 

Facilitated discussion within a safe space that focuses on how the intersection of race, class, gender, and other 
social identities manifest in student achievement and engagement. Empowerment and culturally-sensitive 
strategies will be presented. Participants will collaborate to discuss strategies to help foster a more inclusive 
and just school community. 
 

School Social Workers and Home and School Visitors in Pennsylvania: Who, what, when, how 

and where…and maybe why. What we know…and what we don’t. 
Peter Fidgett, Capital Area Intermediate Unit 
 

Participants will learn about the history of the social work and home and school visitor roles in Pennsylvania 
Schools and a more detailed demographic analysis of developments over the last 10 years or so. Participants 
will develop an understanding of the influences on the distribution of HSVs and SSWs and hypothesize reasons 
for the relative growth and decline of the roles and implications for the future. Participants will engage in 
facilitated discussion, drawing from the data and their own and others experience to better understand the 
material and act upon it. Questions and sharing of experiences and ideas will be encouraged. 
 

Effectively Supporting Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness 

Sonia Pitzi, ECYEH Region 3 Coordinator, Lincoln Intermediate Unit 
 

Participants will be able to describe the major educational components of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act. Participants will be able to list specific responsibilities of schools related to the Every Student 
Succeeds act regarding services for students experiencing homelessness. Participants will be able to use 
specific strategies and best practices in identifying and serving students experiencing homelessness. 
 
PA Department of Human Services Programs for Children 

Linda Webber, Director of the Division of Family Assistance, Pennsylvania Department of Human Services 
 

Objectives: 1. Participants will receive an overview of the various programs that the Office of Income 
Maintenance has to offer: MA/SNAP/TANF/LIHEAP/HOUSING ASSISTANCE; 2. Participants will gain an 
understanding of the eligibility requirements for benefits; and 3. Participants will learn how to assist their 
clients in applying for benefits through COMPASS and paper applications. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Preparing students for college: Understanding college student issues and trends 

Charles Seitz, Messiah College 
 

The primary focus of this workshop is to review current research related to issues facing college students and 
identifying ways to help prepare students for college. The goal is to provide tools for helping students prepare 
and be successful in college. Participants will be able to understand primary issues facing college students, 
recognize issues and qualities that help/hinder college success, and identify primary ways to assist students in 
preparing for college. 
 

WORKSHOP OPTIONS: SESSION 2 (12:45 – 2:15) 
 

Immigration Policy Basics 

Fernando CHANG-MUY, University of Pennsylvania 
 

Participants will learn how to support newcomer students, the rights of newcomer students, and where to 
seek help for them and their families. 
 

Homelessness Across the State of Pa: Challenges we face 

Panel Presentation: Heather Feldhaus (Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania), Joe Willard (PEC), Ben 
Laudermilch (PA Department of Human Services, Director of Housing), Leigh Howard (DMA Housing) 
 

We all share an interest in homelessness but have approached it in ways that best match our community, 
resources, and needs. We will educate the audience about the unique challenges of addressing homelessness 
in different locations and populations. We will also address the ways that collaboration across groups and 
institutions is critical for taking on such a complex problem. We will also offer practical tools for enhancing 
collaboration. Participants will be able to: understand the prevalence of homelessness, identify the risk factors 
facing children and youth who experience homelessness, and learn how one region worked to increase the 
participation of young children who experience homelessness in high quality early learning programs. 
 
Human Trafficking in Schools 

Mandy Mundi, Network of Victim Assistance in Bucks County 
 

This training is designed to help professionals: 1. Understand what human trafficking is and the epidemiology 
of trafficking; 2. Understand risk factors and vulnerabilities of school aged youth related to human trafficking; 
3. Understand human trafficking indicators for school aged youth; and 4. Identify steps to address human 
trafficking in local communities. 
 

Racial Reconciliation 

Ling Dinse, Lancaster Bible College 
 

Social workers have the professional duty to lead the way and be intentional in bridging the gap of racial 
divide in the American society, It is vital for our profession to understand factors in the perpetuation of this 
social ill and explore ways to support racial reconciliation personally and professionally. 
 

 

 



 
 

 

Non-medical interventions for children with ADHD: Supporting success in school 
Kelley Stewart & Laura Palazzo-Sholly, Derry Township School District 
 

This session will discuss potential barriers which can impact engagement for students with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder across the school day. More importantly, this session will focus on strategies and 
supports that can promote increased self-regulation, focus and executive functioning skills for these students. 
Objectives: 1. Participants will gain an understanding of ADHD characteristics which can negatively impact 
success across the school day; 2. Participants will explore strategies which can support increased success in 
academic and executive functioning skills across the school day; 3. Participants will explore strategies which 
can support increased success in social relationships and participation in functional school tasks. 
 

WORKSHOP OPTIONS: SESSION 3 (2:25 – 3:55) 
 

Suicide Prevention  
Stephanie Warshaw & Mike Fiore, Council Rock School District 
 

With law changes asking educators to train 4 hours every five years, having a suicide prevention strategy is 
crucial to meeting this goal, as well as protecting your students.  One research-based model is QPR.  QPR 
stands for Question, Persuade, and Refer -- 3 simple steps that anyone can learn to help save a life from 
suicide. Just as people trained in CPR and the Heimlich Maneuver help save thousands of lives each year, 
people trained in QPR learn how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to question, 
persuade, and refer someone to help. Each year thousands of Americans, like you, are saying "Yes" to saving 
the life of a friend, colleague, sibling, or neighbor. QPR can be learned in our Gatekeeper course.   
 
Schools & Juvenile Probation 

Sean Cassidy, Bucks County Juvenile Court 
 

Participants will learn about various consequences for juvenile crimes, the Juvenile court process, and how 
probation officers work with schools.  
 
Substance Related Disorders in DSM 5 

Lloyd Lyter, Marywood University 
 

This presentation will address the changes from the Substance Related Disorders in DSM IV to the Substance 
Related and Addictive Disorders in DSM 5, with special attention to the change from Substance Abuse and 
Substance dependence in DSM IV to Substance Use Disorder in DSM 5. At the end of the session attendees will 
be able to: 1. Identify the reason for the change in the name of the diagnostic grouping from DSM IV to 5; 2. 
Explain the distinction between substance use and substance induced disorders; 3. Explain the rationale for 
changing Substance Abuse and Substance Dependence disorders to Substance Use Disorder. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Boyer Hall 

 

Sometimes Sitting Still is Taking Action! 
Sonnya Nieves, Milton Hershey School 
 

In order to be effective leaders and social workers, we must be sure to take care of ourselves first! At the end 
of this workshop, participants will be able to identify signs that they need a break. They will learn about the 
connection between yoga and improved health, practice several yoga poses that promote well-being, make a 
commitment to themselves to create a self-care practice. 
 

Chronic Absenteeism and update on new PA Truancy Laws 

Greg Lausch, Neshaminy School District, & Leslie Rothberg, Bristol Township School District 
 

A school can have average daily attendance of 90 percent and still have 40 percent of its students chronically 
absent, because on different days, different students make up that 90 percent.   Find out what you can do to 
address Chronic Absenteeism at your school district. PA Truancy Law Act 138 has been updated.  We will 
discuss these updates, how they may affect your school district and Home & School Visitors as a whole. 
 
 

Messiah College Campus Map 
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